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CLASP: Who We Are

® The Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP) is a national,
nonpartisan, nonprofit organization advancing policy
solutions for people with low incomes.

® CLASP understands that poverty in America is inextricably
tied to systemic racism. Therefore, we will explicitly and with
intention, focus our policy and advocacy efforts for economic
and racial justice on systemic racism as the primary cause of
poverty in communities of color in the United States.
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The Center for Law and Social Policy
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Hunger is a Disability Justice Issue

PREVALENCE OF FOOD AND FINANCIAL HARDSHIP
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Source: Authors calculation from the U5, Census Bureau, Household Pulse Survey April to December 2021. Sample was collected in
2021 and includes individuals bom before 2003.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Citation: https://tcf.org/content/report/economic-justice-disability-justice/ 


Food Deserts are Part of the Problem,
but the Solution is Complex.

* Just building a grocery store in a neighborhood will
not solve food insecurity.

* (Other Factors to Consider:

— Can residents afford to shop at the grocery store?

- Do residents have a living wage and stable jobs to help
them reliably purchase food? Do they have access to
SNAP benefits?

— Is the grocery store accessible via public transit? Is there a
safe and comfortable place to wait for transit?

— Does the grocery store carry culturally reflective food?
Food that accommodates needs of allergies?

CLASP | clasp.org 4


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
People with disabilities are often unemployed or paid a subminimum wage, further adding barriers to access to food/nutrition. 


Disability Determination in SNAP is
One Challenge

e The SNAP program uses a
narrow definition of disability “’

that excludes many people '
who have disabilities. i

* This narrow definition results
in inequitable access to food
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Start by introducing what SNAP is and importance of it in fighting food insecurity. 

This is one change that could be made in the SNAP program to better accommodate people with disabilities.


Policy Solutions to Addressing Hunger
in the Disability Community — SNAP

®* Increasing SNAP monthly
benefits and removing asset
limits.

®* Improving the Thrifty Food
Plan.

®* Expanding online purchasing
pilots.

®* Removing the SNAP hot meal
ban.

®* Increasing the number of
states that operate the SNAP
Restaurant Meal Program.

®* Streamlining enrollment
between SNAP and SSI.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Online ordering of groceries is important for people with disabilities – transportation and physical inaccessibility of the store, living in food desert etc. Online purchasing is only available from a small number of SNAP-authorized retailers. 
For online food ordering, also need to make sure website meets web content accessibility guidelines. 
Many people with disabilities face challenges in preparing meals, meaning hot meals are a critical option.
RMP enables SNAP participants who have a disability, are 60+ years old, or experiencing homelessness to use SNAP to purchase food at a restaurant 


Policy Solutions: Making SNAP more
Equitable

Eliminate ABAWD time
limit in SNAP

Make SNAP available to
residents in Puerto Rico.

Eliminate SNAP college
student restrictions.

Eliminate restriction on
using SNAP and FDPIR in
the same month.

Remove the 5-year bar
on SNAP for qualified
immigrants.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Note: The restrictive ABAWD time limit rule harms people with disabilities due to improper eligibility screening rules and barriers in completing the documentation requirements. 
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Ashley Burnside
Policy Analyst, CLASP

aburnside@clasp.org
Twitter: @burnsideashleyl
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